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he Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Godhead.

1. John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me
2. John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to
come.
16:14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
16:15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall
shew it unto you.
3. Hosea 6:3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.
4. Joel 2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given
you the former rain moderately [in righteousness], and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the
former rain, and the latter rain in the first month [as at the first].
5. Deuteronomy 32:1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my
mouth.
32:2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:
32:3 Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
32:4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without
iniquity, just and right is he.

6. The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: “When He is come, He
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” John 16:8. It is the Holy Spirit
that convicts of sin. If the sinner responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will be brought
to repentance and aroused to the importance of obeying the divine requirements. {AA 52.2}
7. Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the standard of righteousness, the
Holy Spirit withdraws the affections from the things of this earth and fills the soul with a desire for
holiness. “He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13), the Saviour declared. If men are willing to be
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molded, there will be brought about a sanctification of the whole being. The Spirit will take the things
of God and stamp them on the soul. By His power the way of life will be made so plain that none need
err therein. {AA 52.5}
8. But near the close of earth’s harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare the
church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the falling of the
latter rain; and it is for this added power that Christians are to send their petitions to the Lord of the
harvest “in the time of the latter rain.” In response, “the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them
showers of rain.” “He will cause to come down ... the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain,”
Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23. {AA 55.1}
But unless the members of God’s church today have a living connection with the Source of all spiritual
growth, they will not be ready for the time of reaping. Unless they keep their lamps trimmed and
burning, they will fail of receiving added grace in times of special need. {AA 55.2}
Those only who are constantly receiving fresh supplies of grace, will have power proportionate to their
daily need and their ability to use that power. Instead of looking forward to some future time when,
through a special endowment of spiritual power, they will receive a miraculous fitting up for soul
winning, they are yielding themselves daily to God, that He may make them vessels meet for His use.
Daily they are improving the opportunities for service that lie within their reach. Daily they are
witnessing for the Master wherever they may be, whether in some humble sphere of labor in the home,
or in a public field of usefulness. {AA 55.3}
9. Pray for the Latter Rain
[The Review and Herald, March 2, 1897.]
“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give
them showers of rain.” “He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter
rain.” In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that the seed may
germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain,
falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs
these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are given
first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to carry
forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The ripening of the grain represents
the completion of the work of God’s grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image
of God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ.
{TM 506.1}
10. The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for
the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green
blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no
seed to perfection. {TM 506.2}
11. There is to be “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” There must be a
constant development of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience. This we
should seek with intensity of desire, that we may adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour. {TM 506.3}
Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained all the benefits
that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When
the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are

The Latter Rain

Craig Barnes

March 15, 2018

3 of 7

making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and
knowledge must be continually going forward. Every individual must realize his own necessity. The
heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the
confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that the early
disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only
in greater degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait
for the Lord to perfect the work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His
work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by
the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we
are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the
manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall
not discern or receive it. {TM 507.1}
12. At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that which enables us to make
the first start. The blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to the end. Yet these alone
will not suffice. While we cherish the blessing of the early rain, we must not, on the other hand, lose
sight of the fact that without the latter rain, to fill out the ears and ripen the grain, the harvest will not
be ready for the sickle, and the labor of the sower will have been in vain. Divine grace is needed at the
beginning, divine grace at every step of advance, and divine grace alone can complete the work. There
is no place for us to rest in a careless attitude. We must never forget the warnings of Christ, “Watch
unto prayer,” “Watch, ... and pray always.” A connection with the divine agency every moment is
essential to our progress. We may have had a measure of the Spirit of God, but by prayer and faith we
are continually to seek more of the Spirit. It will never do to cease our efforts. If we do not progress, if
we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the former and the latter rain, we shall lose our
souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own door. {TM 507.2}
13. “Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain.” Do not rest satisfied that in the ordinary
course of the season, rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and perfection of the seed rests not with the
husbandman. God alone can ripen the harvest. But man’s co-operation is required. God’s work for us
demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith. We must seek His favors with the whole heart
if the showers of grace are to come to us. We should improve every opportunity of placing ourselves in
the channel of blessing. Christ has said, “Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there
am I in the midst.” The convocations of the church, as in camp meetings, the assemblies of the home
church, and all occasions where there is personal labor for souls, are God’s appointed opportunities for
giving the early and the latter rain. {TM 508.1}
But let none think that in attending these gatherings, their duty is done. A mere attendance upon all the
meetings that are held will not in itself bring a blessing to the soul. It is not an immutable law that all
who attend general gatherings or local meetings shall receive large supplies from heaven. The
circumstances may seem to be favorable for a rich outpouring of the showers of grace. But God
Himself must command the rain to fall. Therefore we should not be remiss in supplication. We are not
to trust to the ordinary working of providence. We must pray that God will unseal the fountain of the
water of life. And we must ourselves receive of the living water. Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most
earnestly that now, in the time of the latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us. At every
meeting we attend our prayers should ascend, that at this very time God will impart warmth and
moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of
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mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain. If we pray for the blessing in
faith, we shall receive it as God has promised. {TM 508.2}
14. But so long as Jesus remains man’s intercessor in the sanctuary above, the restraining influence of
the Holy Spirit is felt by rulers and people. It still controls to some extent the laws of the land. Were it
not for these laws, the condition of the world would be much worse than it now is. While many of our
rulers are active agents of Satan, God also has His agents among the leading men of the nation. The
enemy moves upon his servants to propose measures that would greatly impede the work of God; but
statesmen who fear the Lord are influenced by holy angels to oppose such propositions with
unanswerable arguments. Thus a few men will hold in check a powerful current of evil. The opposition
of the enemies of truth will be restrained that the third angel’s message may do its work. When the final
warning shall be given, it will arrest the attention of these leading men through whom the Lord is now
working, and some of them will accept it, and will stand with the people of God through the time of
trouble. {GC 610.3}
15. The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel’s message is to lighten the whole earth
with his glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here foretold. The advent
movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first angel’s message was
carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some countries there was the greatest religious
interest which has been witnessed in any land since the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these
are to be exceeded by the mighty movement under the last warning of the third angel. {GC 611.1}
The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the “former rain” was given, in the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the upspringing of the precious
seed, so the “latter rain” will be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest. “Then shall we know,
if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto
us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:3. “Be glad then, ye children of
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given you the former rain moderately, and He will
cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.” Joel 2:23. “In the last days,
saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh.” “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 2:17, 21. {GC 611.2}
16. The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than
marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the
opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are “the times of
refreshing” to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: “Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.” Acts 3:19, 20. {GC 611.3}
Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place
to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning
will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the
believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of
men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand. {GC
612.1}
17. The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of
God. The arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear
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fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their influence, yet many whose
minds were impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding
obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest
children of God sever the bands which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are
powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies
combined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord’s side. {GC 612.2}
18. Chapter 39—The Time of Trouble
“At that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and
at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.” Daniel
12:1. {GC 613.1}
When the third angel’s message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth.
The people of God have accomplished their work. They have received “the latter rain,” “the refreshing
from the presence of the Lord,” and they are prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are
hastening to and fro in heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the
final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine
precepts have received “the seal of the living God.” Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary
above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, “It is done;” and all the angelic host lay off their
crowns as He makes the solemn announcement: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which
is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let
him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the
atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; “the
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,” is about to be
given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. {GC 613.2}
19. Unsanctified Ministers Will Be Weeded Out
The great issue so near at hand [enforcement of Sunday laws] will weed out those whom God has not
appointed and He will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.—Selected
Messages 3:385 (1886). {LDE 179.2}
Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish
torch of Satan.... {LDE 179.3}
Some will go out from among us who will bear the ark no longer. But these can not make walls to
obstruct the truth; for it will go onward and upward to the end.—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel
Workers, 409, 411 (1898). {LDE 179.4}
Ministers and doctors may depart from the faith, as the Word declares they will, and as the messages
that God has given His servant declare they will.—Manuscript Releases 7:192 (1906). {LDE 179.5}
20. Those among Sabbathkeepers who have been unwilling to make any sacrifice, but have yielded to
the influence of the world, are to be tested and proved. The perils of the last days are upon us, and a
trial is before the young which they have not anticipated. They are to be brought into most distressing
perplexity. The genuineness of their faith will be proved. They profess to be looking for the coming of
the Son of man, yet some of them have been a miserable example to unbelievers. They have not been
willing to give up the world, but have united with them, have attended picnics and other gatherings of
pleasure, flattering themselves that they were engaging in innocent amusement. Yet I was shown that it
is just such indulgences that separate them from God and make them children of the world. God does
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not own the pleasure seeker as His follower. He has given us no such example. Those only who are
self-denying, and who live a life of sobriety, humility, and holiness, are true followers of Jesus; and
such cannot engage in and enjoy the frivolous, empty conversation of the lovers of the world. {1T
269.1}
21. A day of heart-rending anguish is before us. I was shown that pointed testimonies should be borne,
and that those who will come up to the help of the Lord will receive His blessing. But Sabbathkeepers
have a work to do. Hoops, I was shown, are an abomination, and every Sabbathkeeper’s influence
should be a rebuke to this ridiculous fashion, which has been a screen to iniquity, and which arose from
a house of ill fame in Paris. Individuals were shown me who will despise instruction, even if it comes
from heaven; they will frame some excuse to avoid the most pointed testimony, and in defiance of all
the light given will put on hoops because it is the fashion, and risk the consequences. {1T 269.2}
The prophecy of Isaiah 3 was presented before me as applying to these last days, and the reproofs are
given to the daughters of Zion who have thought only of appearance and display. Read verse 25: “Thy
men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.” I was shown that this scripture will be strictly
fulfilled. Young men and women professing to be Christians, yet having no Christian experience, and
having borne no burdens and felt no individual responsibility, are to be proved. They will be brought
low in the dust and will long for an experience in the things of God, which they have failed to obtain.
{1T 270.1}
22. Chapter 57—Organization
August 3, 1861, I was shown that some have feared that our churches would become Babylon if they
should organize; but those in central New York have been perfect Babylon, confusion. And now unless
the churches are so organized that they can carry out and enforce order, they have nothing to hope for
in the future; they must scatter into fragments. Previous teachings have nourished the elements of
disunion. A spirit has been cherished to watch and accuse, rather than to build up. If ministers of God
would unitedly take their position, and maintain it with decision, there would be a uniting influence
among the flock of God. Separating bars would be broken to fragments. Hearts would flow together
and unite like drops of water. Then there would be a power and strength in the ranks of Sabbathkeepers
far exceeding anything we have yet witnessed. {1T 270.3}
23. The hearts of God’s servants are made sad as they journey from church to church, by meeting the
opposing influence of other ministering brethren. There are those who have stood ready to oppose
every advance step that God’s people have taken. The hearts of those who have dared to venture out are
saddened and distressed by the lack of union of action on the part of their fellow laborers. We are living
in a solemn time. Satan and evil angels are working with mighty power, with the world on their side to
help them. And professed Sabbathkeepers who claim to believe solemn, important truth unite their
forces with the combined influence of the powers of darkness to distract and tear down that which God
designs to build up. The influence of such is recorded as of those who retard the advancement of
reform among God’s people. {1T 271.1}
24. The agitation of the subject of organization has revealed a great lack of moral courage on the part of
the ministers proclaiming present truth. Some who were convinced that organization was right have
failed to stand up boldly and advocate it. They let some few understand that they favored it. Was this all
that God required of them? No; He was displeased with their cowardly silence and lack of action. They
feared blame and opposition. They watched the brethren generally to see how their pulse beat, before
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standing manfully for what they believed to be right. The people waited for the voice of their favorite
ministers, and because they could hear no response in its favor from them, decided that organization
was wrong. {1T 271.2}
25. Especially the Moral Law
“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (Galatians
3:24). In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law. The
law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ and to flee unto Him for pardon and peace
by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. {1SM 234.5}
An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept this truth, lay at the foundation of a
large share of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through Brethren
[E.J.] Waggoner and [A.T.] Jones. By exciting that opposition Satan succeeded in shutting away from
our people, in a great measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them.
The enemy prevented them from obtaining that efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the
truth to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the
whole earth with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great
degree kept away from the world. {1SM 234.6}
26. The Message of Justification by Faith
The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through Elders Waggoner and
Jones. [See Appendix.] This message was to bring more prominently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It presented justification through faith in the
Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience
to all the commandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed
to His divine person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human family. All power is given into
His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the message that God commanded to be given to the
world. It is the third angel’s message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with
the outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure. {TM 91.2}
27. Matthew 25:1-13 [The ten virgins]
Matthew 25:1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five were
foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took
oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise,
Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there
be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord,
open to us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13 Watch
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

