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Interpreting Scriptures In The Spirit Of The Times

IIt is one thing to treat the Bible as a book of good moral instruction, to be heeded so far as is con-

sistent with the spirit of the times and our position in the world; it is another thing to regard it as it re-
ally is— the word of the living God, the word that is our life, the word that is to mold our actions, our 
words, and our thoughts. To hold God’s word as anything less than this is to reject it. And this rejection 
by those who profess to believe it, is foremost among the causes of skepticism and infidelity in the 
youth. Ellen G. White, Education, p 260

Those who engage in the work of God’s cause today will meet just such trials as Paul endured in his 
work. By the same boastful and deceptive work Satan will seek to draw converts from the faith. Theo-
ries will be brought in that it will not be wise for us to handle. Satan is a cunning worker, and he will 
bring in subtle fallacies to darken and confuse the mind and root out the doctrines of salvation. Those 
who do not accept the Word of God just as it reads, will be snared in his trap. Ellen G. White, Selected 
Messages, vol.2, page 52

But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of 
all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the 
creeds or decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are the churches which 
they represent, the voice of the majority—not one nor all of these should be regarded as evidence for or
against any point of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain
“Thus saith the Lord” in its support. 

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to 
look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures
to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will. Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan, 
594-595


